[Sexual dysfunction among 78 Moroccan male hemodialysis patients: clinical and endocrine study].
To investigate the correlation between biochemical and endocrine variables with sexual disorders in 78 male patients on chronic hemodialysis at the Ibn Rochd University Hospital (Casablanca-Morocco). Seventy-eight male hemodialysis patients with chronic renal failure were evaluated with regard to their sexual function. All patients answered a personal questionnaire on their sexual activity. Hormone (FSH, LH, prolactin, testosterone, and parathyroid hormone) and zinc and ferritin assays were also performed. The men reported erection (44.9%), libido (44.9%), ejaculation (26.8%), and orgasm (21.8%) disorders. Gynecomastia was observed in 17.9% of the patients. There was no correlation with weight nor the nature of the causal nephropathy nor with duration of dialysis. Levels of gonadotropins (FSH, LH), prolactin, and parathyroid hormone were elevated. Testosterone levels were low. Ferritinemia was elevated but there was no significant variation in zincemia. There was a negative curvilinear relationship between serum testosterone and sexual disorders, and between gynecomastia and ferritinemia. LH and prolactin levels were positively correlated with gynecomastia. Abnormal hormonal and iron overload could be important factors involved in the complex pathogenesis of sexual dysfunction in chronic renal failure patients undergoning hemodialysis.